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PEACHTREE CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT CINEW REVISED
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE
SUBJECT DATE NO.
Vehicle Pursuit Actions 10-23-01 40-12-1
L DPTIRPOSE:
The putpose of this procedure 35 to establish a directive that governs proper conduct by police involved in velicle
pursul actions. -
1. POLICY

The Peachtree City Palice Department mandalcs compliance with applicable laws pertaining 1o “emergency
vehicles" and shall provide these standards and guidelines for cngaging in vehicle pursuit

Officers shall always exercise "due regard" when in response to an emergency or involved in pursuit siteations,

©Im BACKGROIND £ BEVAT JJATTNG CIRCIIMSTANCES:

There is no range of "saf¢" speed. There are many Emiting factors in pursuit driving other than the actual
speedometer reading. The police officcr must bear in mind the danger involved in a pursuit, and afier dquickly
weighing proscribed pursuit procedires, must make intelligent decisions as to initiating and terminating a
pursuit achion

Whether a particular speed is "safe” will depend upon the police vehicle capabilities, the driver expenience. and
ttairmg, and the roadway and weather conditions,

v, FROCTDIIRE:

A Generzl Responsibilities:

1,

Pursuit will only be initiated in those situations when failure to do so would conslitute the
likelihood of imminent threat of serious bodily harm fo the officer(s) or others.

Situations that authorize pursuit actions:

i

b.

Murdzr, when the likelthaod of sarious bodily harn 1o others is imminent,

Robhery, when the assailant inflicts serious bodily harm upon the victim of the
tobbety, and when the likelihood of serious bodily harm to others is itminent,

Apggravated Asslf, when the likelihood of sctious bodily harm to others is
huminent,

Kidnapping or Hostage Simatigns, when the likelihood of serious bodily harm 1o
others it imminent

Other Felonics and Serions Misdemeanors, when serious bodily harm to ofbers is

reasonably certain.

When preparing to make a stop, officers should be within close praximity to the vehicle prior
to activating the blue lights and siren Some individuals who would not otherwise tun will
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attempt 1o flee when given a several block warning of an intended stop by police,

Allow the secondary unit, if possible, to close in prior to activating the bluc lights and siren if
there is an indicated or anticipated attempt to floc or elude.

Insure that other vehicles have yielded prior to proceeding through a red light or stop sign,

- Ueoflethil foros onily when justified s prescrifed i SOP0-10-1, Hacofiain:

7. Abandonﬁepmmitwhmﬁcumstanmswmntitoraspmsc{ibcd in this SCP.

8 Bz able to justify any pursiyit actions.

Unauthorized Pursuit Actions: '

1. Officers will not initiate & pursuit when the only crime involved is a minor misdemesnor of &
traffic violation

2. Officers will nof jrntiate a pursuit when the pertinent identification information about the
automobile and occupant is known (tag number: name of driver), unless pursuil 1s under
authorization as stated in Part TV, Section A, paragraph a. through d. of this SOP.

3 Officers participating in pursuit will not_"caravan" a pursusd vehicle (police units following
each other in file).

4, Unmarked wnits wiil nof be used in pursuit.

5. Officers participating shall ot pass other police units involved in the pursuit, ymless the
passing officer receives specific instructions fiorn the lead car,

Crossings Jurisdictional Borders:

Pursving wmits shall not ¢ross stats or county lines without authorization of the Watch Commander,
Ofhcers shall notify the dispatcher that county lines have been met and will Tequest that applicable
police authorities be notified of the siteation

Primary Unit;

1.

2

The police utit that becomes involved in a pursuit action is designated as (he primary unit.

Once a pursnit i5 initiated and it is fasible to do so, the purswing officer (primary unit) shall
maintain communications with the dispatcher, relaying the following information:

a The identity of his unit (Radio Identification Number),
b. Description and identification featurcs of the vehicle being pursued.
¢ Description and munber of occupants.

d. Drircction of travel.

g The specific reason for pursuit.
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3 Advise any other details which will enable other officers in the area and (he
dispaicher to assist.

£ Request that the dispatcher “hold all radio traffic" if neecssary.

3 The primary unit shall yield 1o a secondary unit in the ¢vent of equipment or vehicle sefety
prublerms,

4. The primary wnil shall notiy the dispalcher and supervisor in the event the velicle being
pursued is involved in an accident or the police vmit is involved in an accident.

E. Seenndary Unit:
1. The secondary unit should be designated by the dispatcher.

2 The nearest available unit may be designated to act as the secondary unit

3

4. The secondary unit should maintain 4 safe distance behind the pursuing unit, bt close
cuough fo render baclcp assistance if and when required,

5, The secondary unit will beeorne the primary unit if the primary unit expericnces equipment or
vehicle safety problems,

6. No more than two units should leave the city on atry given pursuil action.

F. Responsibilitics of Commmunications Center:

1 The dispatcher shall treat a pursuit action as a priofity call and when applicable shall advise
the Watch Commander who will have coimmand comtrol of the pursyit,

2. The dispatcher shall have the following responsibiities during a pursuit action:
a Control and direct all radio commumications.

b. Receive and record all incoming information concerming the pursuit action.
. Relay, when necessary, commumications to the supervisor from the pursuing nnits.
d Generally coordinates all comnmnications between units involved.

& Advises "hold all radio traffic unless emergency” when necessary or as dirccted by
the supervisor or pursuing officer. An exarnple of proper communication is:

"Al wnits 10-3, 10-33, 10-80 in progress.”

f Dresignate a secondary umil 1o back-up the primary unit,

g Advigz all other units of the purgodl action and direction of travel,
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L Ferform relevant records, GCIC and NCIC checks,

1 Notify applicable state, county, and municipal police authorities of (he pursit as
needed and continues to relay the appropriate data and updates to them,

i Assign another unit as (w: sccondary unit if fhe initial secondary wuit becomes the
priThaty unit or has equiproent or vehicle safely problems and dispatches appropriate
additional back-up uniis when directed,

k Assign the appropriate unit(s) to investipate accidents cansed by the pursued velicle,

L Notity the Patrol Division Command Staff and other Chain-of Clommiand as
directed.

m Advise all urits when the pursnit has terminated or has conclusion.
Responsibilities of Supetvisor:

1 The Watch Commander shall monitor and switch radio channels when applicable to obtain
information from the dispatcher and direct other police units.

2. The Watch Commander shall be in overall command of the pursuit action and subsequent
arrest actions and/or the investigation of accidents.

3. The Watch Commander may determine the point at which the pursuit should be abandoncd
and 50 order the termination of the pursuit action,

a The panlleling of a purgued vehicle,

[+ The boxing in, heading off, or rampting of a pursned vchicle,

C. The use of roadblogks 10 stop a pursued vehidle.

d The use and deployment location of Stop sticks,

5. Supcrvision and conirol of a pumsuit action may be given to another officcr when
civcumstances dictate.

Intra-Jurisdictional Pursuits:

1 Officxrs shall never engage in any pursuit, which has been initiated by another agency, wmless
specific approval to do 50 is obtained from the Waich Commander. '

2. Officers may assist pursuits intiated by other agencies by blocking off interscotions in order to
allow the pursuing officers and fleeing vehicle a clear passage through the arca. These
actions are directed at preserving the safety of {he pursuing officer and other motorists on the
Lighvway.

3. Officers may assisl pursuits inftiated by other apencies by positioning zone allicers in stralegic
locations, which can be determined by the pursuit direction of travel, These actions are
dirceted at preserving the salely and well being of the pursuing officer.
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