FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Kristie’s Law set for hearings in California

Sacramento, California

Orlando, Florida 4/5/04

As more and more innocent bystanders are killed and injured in police pursuits, citizens are turning to their legislators and asking them to provide safer and smarter police pursuit legislation. 

California Senate Bill 1866, Kristie’s Law, introduced by California Senator Sam Aanestad, will be heard by the state’s Senate Public Safety Committee on April 13.  Kristie’s Law sets a minimum standard for all California police agency pursuit policies and practices.  

If an agency’s policy meets the standard and is followed the agency is given immunity from financial liability. This contrasts sharply with the current law that awards blanket immunity as long as the department has a policy, any policy, and even if the policy is not followed. 
The bill is called Kristie’s Law after teenager Kristina “Kristie” Priano, an innocent victim of a Chico Police Department pursuit, who was killed in 2002. The bill, when and if it passed, will be a model for the whole nation. 

The bill's purpose is to implement a restrictive statewide pursuit policy that balances a need for immediate apprehension of a suspect against the risks of a pursuit to the public. 
In response to rising numbers of similar deaths and injuries, the Los Angeles Police Department last year adopted a policy prohibiting car chases for minor offenses.  The new policy quickly reduced injuries to officers in police pursuits by 33 percent, injuries to suspects by 58 percent -- and injuries to innocent bystanders by 78 percent. 

ABOUT KRISTIESLAW.ORG

www.kristieslaw.org is a website maintained by Candy and Mark Priano to tell the story of Kristie Priano’s tragic death and to promote needed change to Pursuit Policy in California. The Prianos travel the State of California speaking to citizens and law enforcement agencies and are working for the successful passage of Kristie’s Law.

ABOUT PURSUITWATCH.ORG:

PursuitWatch is a national organization of citizens and police officers that promotes smarter and safer police pursuit policy. PursuitWatch was founded by Jim Phillips as a result of the loss of his 20 year-old daughter, Sarah, an innocent bystander killed in a police pursuit. The website www.pursuitwatch.org has become the most comprehensive resource concerning Police Pursuits on the Internet and attracts inquiries from reporters all over the United States as well as many international inquiries.
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