Community Pursuit Panel Recommendations

Pursuit Policy Changes

	OLD
	NEW

	
	

	Name of the policy: “Operational Use of Police Vehicles”
	New Name:  “Vehicle Pursuits”

	
	

	
	

	Definition of “Pursuit.”

Previously: 

“An active attempt by an officer in an authorized emergency vehicle to apprehend a suspect fleeing in a motor vehicle.  The officer must reasonably believe the suspect he or she is attempting to stop, refuses to stop, and is willfully fleeing in an attempt to avoid capture by using high speed driving or other evasive tactics such as driving off a roadway, making sudden or unexpected movements, or driving on the wrong side of the street or roadway.  Once the officer responds to the subject’s evasive driving by substantially increasing driving speed or by driving in a manner that poses a foreseeable risk of injury to persons or property the apprehension effort becomes a pursuit.  For purposes of this policy, the term “pursuit” is synonymous with “hot pursuit.””
	Simplified Pursuit definition:

“A multi-stage process by which a police officer attempts to initiate a traffic stop and a driver resists the directive to stop and increases speed or takes evasive action and refuses to stop the vehicle.  Once the driver refuses to obey the police officer’s directive to stop, and the officer continues to attempt to apprehend the vehicle, the terms of this pursuit policy will apply.”



	
	

	
	

	Some vague/unclear areas.
	Simplified the entire policy.  More concise and clear.

	
	

	
	

	Old policy did not have a definition for “Termination of Pursuit.”
	Termination of Pursuit definition, which now requires that once the pursuit is terminated, officers turn their police vehicles in another direction of travel from where the suspect’s vehicle was last seen heading.  

	
	

	
	

	Did not have a definition for “Reasonable Suspicion,” which is one of the most important elements that allows officers to engage in a pursuit.
	Reasonable Suspicion definition:

“For the purposes of this policy, an officer must be able to articulate specific facts which, when taken in the totality of the circumstances, reasonably indicate that the suspect did commit or has attempted to commit a violent forcible felony as outlined in this policy.”

	
	


	OLD
	NEW

	
	

	“Infamous Crimes” is unclear.

 
	Deleted “Infamous Crimes”, changed to “Violent Forcible Felonies.”

	
	

	
	

	Confusing language such as:

“…any other felony which involves the use, or threatened use, of violence or deadly force against an individual.”
	Listed the Violent Forcible Felonies that officers may pursue a suspect for:

1. Murder

2. Manslaughter
3. Armed robbery
4. Rape
5. Armed sexual battery
6. Arson to an occupied structure
7. Use of explosive devices to an occupied structure
8. Kidnapping
9. Armed carjacking
10. A burglary armed with a firearm.
These are the same crimes that allow an officer to use deadly force.  In other words, we can only pursue suspects in fleeing vehicles for the same crimes for which we may be authorized to use deadly force.  

	
	

	
	

	The decision to initiate a pursuit did not include considering an alternative means of apprehension.  
	Added “Alternative Means of Apprehension.”

“The need for apprehension must be constantly weighed against the potential danger created by the pursuit.”

	
	

	
	

	Motorcycle units could engage in pursuits under ideal traffic conditions.  
	Motorcycle units will not engage in pursuits.

	
	

	
	

	Officers could pursue a suspect driving the wrong way on a one-way street.
	Officers shall not follow a suspect vehicle the wrong way on a one-way street.

	
	

	
	

	Rolling roadblocks, boxing in, heading off, and parallel approaches were permitted, with the watch commander’s permission.
	Rolling roadblocks, boxing in, heading off and parallel approaches are not permitted.

	
	


	OLD
	NEW

	
	

	Allowed officers to engage in pursuits initiated by other jurisdictions even if the pursuit did not meet OPD guidelines.
	Units can only engage in pursuits initiated by other jurisdictions if approved by a watch commander and the pursuit meets OPD guidelines.

	
	

	
	

	Vehicle Pursuit Form was not directly routed through the Training Section for review.
	Vehicle Pursuit Form is now routed directly to the Training Section for review (same routing as our Defensive Tactics form) and includes more pertinent information such as suspected crime, vehicle speeds, weather, traffic conditions, air support used, and suspect vehicle information.

	
	

	
	

	Did not have any language to capture how often and under what circumstances suspects in vehicles flee from officers for misdemeanors or traffic related offenses.
	Created Vehicle Apprehension Form and Training Section computer program to capture how often and under what circumstances suspects flee from police for misdemeanor and traffic related offenses.


